Introduction
A n early sixteenth-century French illuminated manuscript and an early seventeenth-century Scottish painting are compared in order to illustrate the influence of the academical dress of the University of Paris on that of King's College, Aberdeen. The former source is referred to in a standard text on academical dress but was hitherto unpublished; the latter was discovered in a remote church as part of an extraordinary and rare example of a ceiling painting of this period.
French Source
Le Chappelet de Jhesus et de la Vierge Marie is a metrical devotional book executed for Anna of Bohemia and Hungary (1503-47), consort of Ferdinand I (1503-64), Holy Roman Emperor; later it seems to have come into the possession of Margaret Tudor (1489-1541), wife of King James IV of Scotland.
1 Folio 15 contains a representation of Christ among the doctors 2 and has been used as a source for the dress of Doctors of Medicine and Doctors of Both Laws at the University of Paris during the early sixteenth century (see Fig. 1 ).
He wears a scarlet robe, closed, with tight sleeves. If we notice the opening in the breast of the robe we shall realize that this is the same type of supertunica such as may be seen in the later dress of English judges. The head-dress of this doctor is a blue-grey Ulysses cap, this part of his dress representing the Canon Law half of his double degree.
5
The first figure from the left is not identified by Hargreaves-Mawdsley but he appears in a blue-grey supertunica and a brown hood lined with white fur; he does not wear a head covering.
Scottish Source
At Grandtully in Perthshire lies the early sixteenth-century Church of St Mary which was restored by Sir William Steuart of Grandtully in 1636. 6 A new ceiling, thought to have been constructed at the same time, is decorated with paintings including a representation of Saint Luke (see Fig. 2 ) 7 wearing a green over-garment with false sleeves, a tight-sleeved under-garment visible at the wrist, a red-orange hood or scarf, a light belt and a red cap lined with white.
8 Saint Luke is referred to as 'most beloved medical doctor' (medicus charissimus), 9 he is frequently symbolised by a bull or ox 10 (as seen in this particular painting) and he is often depicted in Renaissance art as a physician.
11 It is possible that this repre- A royal endowment of King James IV established a chair in medicine at King's College in 1497 and the first incumbent was active from about 1504. 12 In a charter of 1505 it is ordered that Doctors of Medicine (and Doctors of Canon Law) of King's College were to dress in the style of those of the University of Paris. 13 The first recorded Doctor of Medicine graduated from Aberdeen in 1630 but it seems likely that the degree had been granted before this time and that records have been lost. 14 Other Scottish universities did not grant this degree until much later. 15 Although the use of academical dress likely declined in the years following the Reformation of 1560, it seems that it was given importance during the two periods of Episcopal government (c. 1606-38 and 1661-89). 16 For example, in 1633 King Charles I ordered that Scottish clerics who were Doctors of Divinity were to wear tippets. 17 This came shortly after the King's visit to Scotland during which he was crowned at Holyrood and sought to impose the rites of the Church of England upon that of Scotland. 18 In 1634 the King wrote a letter requiring that members of both universities in Aberdeen were to wear gowns both within the colleges and churches and on the streets; King's College replied that they would do so 'according to thair severall degrees and faculties' , 19 indicating that there was some differentiation in academical dress among ranks and subjects of study.
